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Abstract 
Since the shift to neoliberal globalization in the 1980s political decisions were always 
prioritized towards the economy. These were based on the false promise that more 
economic wealth would “trickle down” to more population wealth and health. The evidence 
is overwhelming that in fact the distribution of wealth became more unequal and the 
detrimental health effects for huge parts of the population are obvious. However, the 
answer to health inequalities was more of the same neoliberal strategies: creating health 
markets for insurances, private health care provider trusts, private public partnerships and 
big pharma. National primary health care systems were sacrificed in structural adjustment 
programmes. The remaining budgets focused on health care and not public health and 
health promotion. However the Covid 19 pandemic is challenging the game. The trade off 
between economy and public health cannot easily be maintained. Only coordinated action 
between the economic sector and the public health sector seems successful. Our main 
thesis is that with Covid 19 a window of opportunity opens for a world beyond the 
dominance of neoliberal economy were health and economy are discussed together without 
prioritizing one against the other. Alongside key theses we will discuss options and risks. 
Sharing “national” experiences we will then look what is needed on a European and global 
scale to join forces for the right to health for all. 
 
 
Aim of the workshop: Discuss new perspectives for public health and health promotion 
when challenging the neoliberal agenda in times of COVID-19.  
Learning goals:  

- understand the window of opportunity for public health and health promotion 
opened by Covid 19 

- sharing and evaluating national experiences and reflecting them in a European and 
global context 

 
Set up of the workshop 

- Participants registering for this workshop will receive theses on health and economy 
beforehand with some additional questions.  

- During the workshop we will provide a 15 minutes introduction about the key 
theses. 

-  Then we will form interest groups around each thesis and divide them in breakout 
rooms with some guiding questions (discussing the thesis based on experiences of 
participants) (25 minutes) 

- The results will then be shortly presented in the group plenary 


